Abstract
The current study aims to investigate the linguistic landscape (LL) of the city of
Mukalla, a coastal city in the governorate of Hadhramout locates in the southern part
of Yemen. To achieve the goals of the study, 1768 signs have been analyzed in five
zones of Mukalla city, which are Fowah, Sharj, Mukalla, Ad Dis and Bouish.

The study focuses on meaning-making from the perspectives of top-down and
bottom up investigation of signs, following the model of (Ben-Rafael et al., 2006). The
analysis of the study reveals that Mukalla is more monolingual than being bilingual,
with higher ratios of bottom-up signs more than top-down ones in both monolingual
and bilingual signs. The percentage of bottom-up signs reach 89.5%, whereas top-down
ones are 10.5%. The study reveals that both types of signs are having informational and

symbolic functions and participate in meaning - making in different insinuations.

Following Scollon & Scollon (2003), Arabic language appears to be the most
dominant in both top-down and bottom — up bilingual signs. Arabic scores 93.7%,
whereas, English is 6.3%. English language appears to be more dominant in bottom -

up signs more than top - down ones.

The study recommends further studies to investigate the other nearby rural areas
of Mukalla, such as Shaher , Broom and Adis Al-Shargeah . Also to conduct another
study comparing the coastal cities of Hadhramout and the valley and desert areas as
well as to discover the translation mistakes in the LL signs.
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